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The COOPEUS project (www.coopeus.eu), funded under the 7th Framework Programme for Research and Innovation of 
the EU, has the aim to bring together scientists and users being involved in Europe's major environmental related research 
infrastructure projects with their US counterparts, starting from the one funded by NSF. 

The intention is that by interlinking these activities new synergies are generated that will stimulate the creation of a truly 
global integration of existing infrastructures. The keys of this integration process will be the efficient access to and the 
open sharing of data and information produced by the environmental research infrastructures and the harmonization and 
standardization of methods, protocols and data products. 

In Europe the Integrated Carbon Observation System (ICOS - www.icos-infrastrucutre.eu) infrastructure is going to 
monitor atmospheric, ecosystem and ocean carbon and GHGs concentrations and fluxes across the continent, under the 
coordination of Thematic Centers that will ensure standard methodologies and processing. The Ecosystem Thematic 
Center, coordinated by Italy with a contribution from Belgium and France, is developing standard protocols to acquire and 
process data from more than 60 sites in Europe all equipped with eddy covariance systems to measure atmosphere-
ecosystem exchanges of CO₂, CH4, N2O, water and energy. 

In this initial phase of the infrastructure where the methods and products are defined, it is crucial to interact, discuss and 
harmonize the activities between ICOS and similar initiatives in USA. This is ongoing with both the National Ecological 
Observatory Network (NEON) and the AmeriFlux networks with exchange of information, common initiatives, protocols 
comparison and tools development. Increasing the level of harmonization and comparability will simplify global use of our 
data and will be an example also to the others emerging networks worldwide. 

In this poster the ICOS ecosystem infrastructure and the ongoing coordination activities and exchanges with the NEON and 
Ameriflux initiatives will be presented with a special emphasis on the next future COOPEUS actions, with the aim increase 
the participation to the discussion level in the communities. 
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